
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – April 28, 2015 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Mayor Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Mayor Kasko, Commissioner 

Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the Borough 

Administrator, the Borough Solicitor, and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and 

approve them as posted for the Commissioner Meeting of April 14, 2014.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli seconded he motion, which was then approved unanimously by the 

Commissioners. 

 

Resolution 2015-04-28-058 was announced, authorizing the appointment of new 

members to Haddon Fire Company No. 1.  After the Commissioners unanimously voting 

to approve the resolution, Commissioner Rochford asked Fire Chief Joe Riggs to 

introduce the new members.  Commissioner Rochford then swore in Robert Giorgio, 

Robert J. Henry, Jr., and Colin George to Haddon Fire Company No. 1. 

 

Per a motion made by Mayor Kasko, which was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli, 

the Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve Resolution 2015-04-28-059, 

which authorizes the 2015 Business Improvement District budget to be read by title only.  

Mayor Kasko then opened the Public Hearing on this budget. 

 

Kirk Peterson, Lakeview Avenue, thanked the members of the Partnership for 

Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) for their excellent work in this group.  He then suggested that PfH 

should look into having the restaurants in town hold a Taste of Haddonfield Restaurant 

Event or week showcasing the restaurants in town.  John Picking, a member of PfH, 

replied that an event like this had been held in the fall of 2014.  Additionally, there are 

professional networking gatherings at various locations throughout the down town on a 

monthly basis. 

 

Once there were no further questions asked Mayor Kasko announced that the Lizzy 

Haddon Basketball Tournament would be held the weekend of May 2nd, along with a 

“Bounce into Spring” event sponsored by PfH.  He noted that the downtown area is a 

very busy place and that PfH is working on publicity. 

 

Mayor Kasko then made a motion to close the Public Hearing and adopt the 2015 PfH 

budget.  Commissioner Rochford seconded the motion, which was then approved 

unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2015-05, a capital bond ordinance, was then introduced for second 

reading.  Mayor Kasko provided a brief explanation of the ordinance, which is 

authorizing the issuance of $646,000 in bods or notes for various improvements to 

borough buildings, and the acquisition of Public Works (DPW) vehicles.  He then opened 

the Public Hearing on this ordinance. 

 

Mr. Peterson asked why the borough was purchasing a new garbage truck when this 

service is currently performed by a third party.  Commissioner Moscatelli explained that 

this vehicle will be used as a recycling truck, which the borough does currently pick up, 

in addition to vegetative waste.  DPW will be retiring a 1997 truck that is starting to have 

maintenance issues. 

 

As there were no further questions Mayor Kasko made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing on the ordinance and adopt it on second reading.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve the 

ordinance on second reading. 

 

Once Ordinance 2015-06 was introduced, which amends Chapter 232 entitled Vehicles 

and Traffic, Commissioner Rochford explained that this amendment is to add a 

handicapped parking space at 110 Rhoads Avenue where the 65 Club utilizes borough 

facilities.  As there were no questions asked, Mayor Kasko announced that the Public 

Hearing on this ordinance would be held at the May 12, 2015 Commissioner Meeting.  

The Commissioners then voted unanimously to approve the ordinance on first reading.  



 

Once resolution 2015-04-28-060 was introduced to authorize the payment of vouchers, 

Mr. Peterson asked about check number 30808 and whether nor not this was for 

clearing snow from the First Presbyterian Church parking lot.  Mayor Kasko replied that is 

was.  Mr. Peterson then commented that this was a private parking lot and whatever 

agreement that was being followed should be re-negotiated.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

explained that there is a borough parking lot on their property.  He did indicate that he 

would look into using the parking permit fees for that lot to pay for the plowing.  As 

there were no further questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to pass the 

resolutions.    

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2015-04-28-061 Authorization to Issue Check(s) – Water & Sewer Account(s) 

2015-04-28-062 Authorization to Approve Partnership for Haddonfield Event – Bounce 

into Spring 

2015-04-28-063 Authorization to Approve Appoints – Zoning Board of Adjustment 

2015-04-28-064 Authorization to Approve Amendment to Historic Easement for 8 

Kings Highway West 

 

After Resolution 2015-04-28-065 was introduced, which authorized the advertisement for 

sealed bids for pothole repair services, Mr. Peterson noted that there are spots on Lake 

Street that need addressing.  Additionally, behind the Baptist Church there are more 

bad spots and drainage issues that need to be looked at.  As there were no further 

questions the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2015-04-28-066 Authorization to Advertise for Sealed Bids – Skid Steer Loader 

2015-04-28-067 Authorization to Approve Placement of Objects of Art by the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art at Various Locations 

 

Once Resolution 2015-04-28-068 was introduced, which authorized the release of a 

bond for work done at 21 E. Euclid Avenue, Mr. Peterson commented that the resolution 

should not indicate that the bond was for a subdivision.  Commissioner Moscatelli, after 

reviewing the bond paperwork provided, indicated that this was what the bond was 

titled.  As there were no further questions asked the Commissioner voted to approve the 

resolution unanimously. 

 

Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted unanimously 

to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2015-04-28-069 Authorization to Issue a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to 

Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 – Certificate No. 14-00003 

2015-04-28-070 Authorization to Issue a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to 

Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 – Certificate No. 14-00027 

2015-04-28-071 Authorization to Issue a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to 

Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 – Certificate No. 14-00030 

2015-04-28-072 Authorization to Issue a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to 

Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 – Certificate No. 14-00051 

2015-04-28-073 Authorization to Issue a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate Pursuant to 

Chapter 99 of the Public Laws of 1997 – Certificate No. 14-00019 

 

Mayor Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting.   

 

Mark Barrett, Ardmore Avenue, addressed the Commissioners to talk about a quality of 

life issue for those who live near the 7-11 at Ardmore and Haddon Avenue.  The 

dumpster at this location once was enclosed by shrubbery, half of which has recently 

died.  This dumpster is now if public view.  Additionally, the business owner recently 

hung a bright yellow sign on the fence facing the Rite-Aid that they now sell lottery 

tickets.  He questions the legality of this sign.  Both of these issues are eyesores and he 

would like to get them fixed.  Mr. Barrett stated that he did not want his neighborhood 



to look industrial.  He has visited with the Construction Code Official on these issues and 

would like to know what steps will be taken to rectify these problems if he is correct in 

his belief that they are in violation.  Commissioner Rochford replied that he would 

discuss these issues with the Construction Code Official and see what needs to be 

done. 

 

Mayor Kasko provided a brief update on the status of the sale of the Bancroft site to 

Recovery Centers of America (RCA).  The Borough is continuing its negotiations with 

both Bancroft and RCA, which will hopefully result in a purchase opportunity for the 

Borough.  He finished by announcing that there is not a tight deadline for these 

negotiations as originally thought. 

 

Herb Hess, W. Redman Avenue, asked several questions in reference to the Bancroft 

property.  First, he questioned whether or not there was litigation between the Borough 

and Bancroft several years ago with regards to the designation of that site as a 

redevelopment zone.  The Borough Administrator replied that there had been, but that 

the litigation had been dropped by Bancroft until such time as a redevelopment plan 

was finalized.  Mr. Hess then asked if RCA could assign the property, once purchased, to 

another company.  Mayor Kasko replied that they could not.  Lastly, Mr. Hess asked if 

the property would now be subject to property taxes.  Mayor Kasko replied that it 

would as long as RCA remained a for-profit company. 

 

Simone Kane, 334 Kings Highway East, stated that there had been talk about RCA 

submitting a plan to the Zoning Board and asked if that had been done at this time.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that no applications have been received at this time. 

 

A resident of Roberts Avenue commented that there had also been talk about the 

possibility of providing RCA with alternative sights and asked for an update.  Mayor 

Kasko replied that RCA is dealing with other parties to find other potential sites.  The 

resident asked if this was similar to house hunting.  Mayor Kasko replied that they do 

have a list of appropriate sites that they are looking at. 

 

Susan Hoch, Coles Mill Road, stated that Phila.com states that the worst site for such a 

facility is next to a high school.  Additionally, she is profoundly shocked about the drugs 

in the schools.  She then spoke about the position of a School Resource Officer (SRO) 

that was disbanded at some point.  She felt that it was very sad that the students that 

spoke at the April 22nd meeting felt that they could only talk to RCA representatives and 

stated that we have failed these kids.  She believes that the Borough needs to start the 

SRO program again.  Commissioner Rochford noted that the SRO position was 

eliminates several years ago for budget reason.  The Administrator indicated that it was 

ended in 2008.  Ms. Hoch stated that she felt this was being penny wise and pointed 

foolish.  Commissioner Rochford stated that the borough does reach out to our kids to 

keep them engaged.  Drug and alcohol use is not new.  The Police Department stays 

vigilant in hearing about parties and patrols the “party” areas in town and Haddonfield 

Municipal Alliance (HMA) is reaching out to directly to those children who spoke at the 

meeting.  He stated that illegal activity will be appropriately dealt with.  Children are a 

precious resource.  He finished by inviting Ms. Hoch to attend a future HMA meeting.  

Ms. Hoch stated that the previous SRO, Officer Lou, knew the kids and who did what.  

She feels that the Borough should rethink the SRO position.  Commissioner Rochford also 

noted that the School Board conducted random drug and alcohol testing at their 

events. 

 

Michelle Sparrow, Sylvan Lake Avenue, stated that there are also a large number of 

students who do not use drugs or alcohol at our schools.  She wanted to know how we 

could allow a facility to put over 200 drug offenders next to a school, especially within a 

drug free zone.  She needs to feel confident that the Borough is doing everything they 

can to stop this.  Ms. Sparrow finished by stating that she wants to preserve our town.  

Mayor Kasko replied that he hears what she is saying.  The Borough is working very hard 

on this and actively trying to find a solution for everyone involved.  He remains hopeful 

that this will work out.  Ms. Sparrow asked when the Borough would know for sure.  The 

Mayor replied that this will not be quick.  Commissioner Rochford stated that there is no 

lime line at this point.  Ms. Sparrow then asked if there was a “window of time” in which 

the Borough had time to act.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that this was never the 

case.  The timeline is in how fast RCA moves. 



 

Jenny DeLong, 344 Kings Highway East, stated that there is conflicting information in the 

paper and asked if the Borough was negotiating with RCA or was Bancroft, and was 

everything contingent upon the Borough finding them a new place.  Mayor Kasko 

replied that everyone is working together in this process. 

 

Mr. Hess asked if RCA does go through with the Bancroft site what the ramifications 

would be to the borough’s affordable housing numbers.  Additionally, is the Borough 

doing anything with the current Coalition on Affordable Housing (COAH) issues.  Mayor 

Kasko replied that the borough is working on the COAH issues at this time. 

 

Chris Fontana, Greenmount Avenue, asked if there were any plans for what might be 

put at the Bancroft site instead of the RCA facility.  Mayor Kasko replied that this is just 

Step 2 in this process.  The Commissioners would have to discuss what to do there if the 

Borough does purchase the property.  He noted that there have been a number of 

ideas throughout the years.  Mr. Fontana noted that the previous Board of Education 

(BOE) referendum to purchase the property failed because of the price.  He stated that 

he did not want to overpay for this property; he wants something sustainable for tax 

purposes. 

 

Dave Siedell, Chews landing Road, stated that the dirt wash at 600 Wayne Avenue is 

over seven feet into the roadway from the curb and six inches deep in places.  He then 

pointed out that the Borough approved to replace the yield signs at Redman Avenue 

and Barberry Lane with stop signs and asked when the new signs would be posted.  

Lastly, he asked for an update on the sale of the borough’s water and sewer utility to 

New Jersey American Water (NJAW).  Commissioner Moscatelli replied that there is one 

final Board of Public Utility (BPU) approval required and it is expected to be finalized at 

the BPU meeting of May 19th.  NJAW is getting more and more involved with the running 

of the utility.  There will be one final meter reading by the Borough before everything is 

switched over.  Mr. Siedell then asked if everyone would be getting new meters.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that NJAW has the capability to read the new meters 

that were installed by the Borough, but that they would be going through and finishing 

the installations for those few homes that had not been switched over as yet.  

Commissioner Rochford stated that he would check into the yield signs. 

 

Walt Delengowski, Linden Avenue, addressed the Commissioners with regards to wood 

smoke issues.  He requested that the Borough amend its property maintenance 

ordinance to include the proper storage of wood and provided suggested wording.  

Secondly, he requested that the Borough implement an outdoor woodstove permit 

similar to one in Collingswood.  Lastly, he requested that the Borough require real estate 

agenda to hand out a wood burning handbook to all new homeowners when they 

purchase a home in town and provided a handbook to use.  He finished by offering his 

services to the Commissioners to help in education the public on this issue. 

 

Mr. Peterson stated that he read a recent article in the Courier-Post with regards to 

crosswalks and suggested that the Borough reach out to the State and County to find 

out what money we would be eligible for to help pay for this.  He then proceeded to list 

a number of placed where the crosswalks are faded for gone, which need to be 

replaced.  He noted that the County has not done a good job in maintaining their 

crosswalks.  Mr. Peterson finished by indicating that any new crosswalks should be done 

in thermoplastic.  Commissioner Rochford stated that he will check into these crosswalks 

that are no longer there and noted that the Joint Insurance Fund is also concerned 

about ensuring that the proper crosswalks are installed where ever they should be. 

 

Mr. Hess finished the meeting the commenting on the crossing guard located at 

Chestnut Street and Lincoln Avenue.  He believed that the cross guard was directing 

traffic and did not believe that he was supposed to be doing that.  The Police Chief 

replied that the guard does have to make everyone stop there, although, he will 

discuss this with the individual.  He noted that the issues at that intersection are very 

complex. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


